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ABSTRACT

The Psychometric Properties of a Social Interaction Scale for Preschool

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder

The current research aimed to verify the psychometric properties of a social
interaction scale for preschool children with autism spectrum disorder, in light
of studies indicating social interaction problems in this group and the scarcity
of modern scales for them. The researcher utilized a descriptive methodology
and applied the developed scale to a sample of 72 preschool children with
autism in Menoufia Governorate. To achieve the research objectives,
exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis was calculated, along with
concurrent validity using Pearson correlation coefficient with another scale,
and reliability using Cronbach's Alpha coefficient and Guttman split-half
method. The results showed the extraction of four factors for the scale:
Friendship, Expression of Emotions, Social Participation, and Following
Instructions, with acceptable KMO values for exploratory factor analysis. A
significant correlation coefficient was found for concurrent validity (0.852),
and acceptable reliability coefficients ranged between (0.598) and (0.807).
These findings indicate that the scale possesses appropriate validity and
reliability for assessing social interaction in preschool children with autism.

Keywords: Psychometric properties - Social interaction - Children with
autism
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